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spiritual power which they believe these creatures to possess.
This fear, we are told, is at the base of all hunting and fishing
magic whereby it is sought to propitiate the souls of animals
slain, whether the animals are members of a totem species
or not.
Captain Wilson-Haffenden received the following account
of the procedure stated to be adopted at the present day when
a hunter kills a lion at a place within the political jurisdiction
of the chief of the lion clan.    " After slaying the lion, the
hunter, before taking any steps to remove it, reports the
matter to the chief.    At the same time he seeks to obtain the
forgiveness of the latter for having slain his kinsman by the
offer of presents, including a white cock and beer.    The chief,
on his part, rewards the successful hunter for his valour by
gifts, usually including a gown and turban.    These, incident-
ally, are among the traditional items of apparel with which a
senior chief invests a junior on appointment, so that the gift
may conceivably in origin be connected with the idea of hail-
ing the hunter as ' chiefly,1 owing to his having become im-
pregnated with the royal spiritual influence of the lion.    The
chief then arranges for a bearer party to go and fetch the lion
in order that it may be given ceremonial burial. . . . The
skull of the dead lion is given to the hunter who killed it, to
deposit on the lion-clan chief's grave, where he offers up
sacrifice and prays before it.    He beseeches the ghost (ekitz)
of the lion not to harm him for his presumption in killing it,
saying :   ' O Lion, I give you refreshment to-day, let your
spiritual power (kofi) not cause me to die.1   After burying the
lion and before returning to live in his village, the hunter
retires to the bush for two days, where he performs certain
further propitiatory and purificatory rites.    These include the
eating of a mixture containing atcha-millet, white beans, rice,
seven ears of corn and seven ears of maize.    To this is added
palm-oil, and the whole boiled.    Were the hunter to neglect
to perform these rites it is believed he would go mad.    His
fellow-villagers will at any rate refuse to receive him into the
village until he has purified himself from the kofi of the slain
animal, conceived as still attaching to him.    They fear that if
they do so their houses, food, and all their belongings will
become contaminated, and the remaining lions come and